Karch 18, 1952

Dr. C. B. van Niel
Hopkins Mazrine 3tation
Pacific Grove, California

Dear Keas:

I hope you will excuse the embaellishments on the envelope, but I have been
warned by seversl of our mtual frisnds thal this was thas only way to approach
you as a correspondent. I hope you #dll tolerate this lmpertinence: I fully
realize how dlatracted you must be with your waltifaricus dubtles,

I am writing, of gourse, in refersnce “¢ iy previous latter of December 5,
1951, ccncesrning the poasibiliiy of spending about two mosRhd. thie summer
at the Marine Station., We will badly need & change from Wisconsin problesms,
and propose tc aspend this tiae working at = differant nlaca, and on slightly
diffsront materiul, Tiore are a musber of possibla projects-- one that I
now thinic might be of special rmtual lnterest would be aogenetic consideration
of the Athiorhodacsac. Porry Wilson has suzgested that Rhodospirillum rubrua
might be & cuite workible organlsm to s=z what could be derne with mutational
experimente, I soull br sspeclally interssted 4n the problem of the genstis
interrelationshlps <f the chromo herie plestid (7) asrstem to the rest of the
cell, but therc are o mumber of ways 1r vwhich mutant-~searches might at the
saune time give biochemlcelly Intereeting types. Although I would be grateful
for your interest, I think thet we could probably sat up =0 23 tc constitute
a minimux distrection.

If the idea of cur visit is not entirely distasteful to you, I would appre-
clate your setting us in the direction of proper and nacessary arrangem nte,
and telling what part cf the summer would be the mcst sdventageous. If such
a vigit does nct seem feasible, please ket us know by the enclosed return
snvelope 50 thut we can try to make alternative plars [althcough none seem
nsarly so attractive).

To change the subject &l togsther, geretic work with ¥, col!l has taken a
rew alant, We had previously thought that K-12 gae o completely homthallic,
sexually undifferentiated asyatem. But all the tims, under our very noses,
thore has bsen ine worklngs of a rather complex systam that approaches a
combined physiclogleal and genotyple contrcl of mating reaction, much as in
some of tho chlorophytes.,l don't think we will evar clsar it up entirely
with our present approach.

Youre sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg



